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President’s Report From the office 

 

Tree up—Check 
Presents  brought—Check 
Cards sent—Check 
It has been another great 
year . I would like to thank 
everybody for all their  help  
during the year . Ann and 
myself  really appreciate  the 
wonderful  support we get in 
the office  either by the many 
phone calls or visits into the 
office.    It is good to know 
that  TASC is out there  be-
ing active and  involved.    
The office will be closed from 
the 21st of December and 
reopen on  the 14th January   
Have a wonderful Christmas 
and a great New Year from 
Anita and Ann. 

Welcome to our Summer newsletter. I hope Summer is treating everybody well and that 
everyone is ready for Christmas and the summer break. 
 
TASC has spent much of this year visiting the many areas in the northern region of New 
Zealand, trying to keep acquainted with many of you folk. We started with our 21st din-
ner to celebrate that it is now 21 years since TASC was formed. We had 50 members 
and guests at that function at Fisher house in Auckland,and ended last week with our 
Christmas get-together in the Garden at the Spinal Unit. Thanks to all those people who 
came to our gatherings to meet us and in doing so meet many of your friends. 
 
Once again I'd like to mention our sponsors, COGGS, The Lotteries Board, The Robert 
McIsaac Trust, ASB trust, plus the Lion Foundation and Pub Charities who helped us 
update our van. Because businesses are struggling to make a profit, there is less 
money available at the moment for donations and sponsorships, therefore more organi-
sations are asking for support from COGGS, lotteries board and the gaming trusts. So 
I'm grateful for any help we can get to keep our organisation running. 
 
Our art group is going well, quite busy. Robin, our tutor is very helpful and she still 
seems to be enjoying herself. Sadly one of our artists, Semisi Samiu, is being sent back 

to Tonga by immigration New Zealand. We realise how hard 
it will be for Semisi when he gets back home as there just 
isn't the support for him that he can get here in Auckland. 
Good luck Semisi and keep up your painting, we will be 
thinking of you. 
 
Thanks to Anita and Ann for keeping the office and TASC in 
general running during the year and thanks to our committee 
members and volunteers for all your help. Merry Christmas 
to everyone and I hope you all have a happy and safe holi-
day period. 
 
Kind regards   Murray Cohen 

This is the first codicil of (full name)…………………………………………………………………………….. 
(Occupation)……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
(Address)……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
To my Will dated the ……………………. day of ……………………………………………………………….. 
I give, devise and bequeath (free of all charges and duties) to TASC, the sum of $.................................. 
(or) …………………………………. nominated  property (or) ………………………………..% (proportion) of 
my residuary estate for the general purpose of the Trust / for the following purpose of the Trust, namely 
………………………………………. 
I DECLARE that the receipt of the TASC president or Financial Advisor of TASC shall be a full and suffi-
cient discharge to my executor for the same and my executor shall not be bound to see the application 
thereof. 
In all other respects I confirm my Will 
DATED this ……………………………….day of ………………………………………………………………. 
SIGNED by ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
In our presence and attested by us in his/her presence: 

1……………………………………………………………… 

Occupation…………………………………………………. 

Address…………………………………………………….. 

2……………………………………………………………… 

Occupation…………………………………………………. 

Address…………………………………………………….. 

 
 

TASC bequests  
Are you planning to 
update your Will? 

In response  to a num-
ber of inquires we re-
ceive about the process 
to update a Will, we are 
including in this newslet-
ter the wording required 
for a codicil. 
A codicil is an adden-
dum to an existing Will 
stating your desired in-
tentions. Any person 
wishing to add to a Will, 
such as their desire to 
include TASC as a 
beneficiary, could use 
the wording below as an 
instruction to their Solici-
tor or legal advisor. 
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A Big Thank You to  our  supporters  

Also to all the staff at the      
Auckland Spinal Unit  where 

TASC is based for their            
continued support 

TASC Committee for 2013 
President    Murray Cohen    
Vice President  Gavin Parish    
Secretary  Pauline Stansfield  
Financial Advisory Harold McIsaac                
Publicity Officer                Dean Brennan  
Committee   Derek Wight  Wayne Te Rangi 
   Grant Aickin  Harri Aickin 
   Sally Wenley  Mike Potter 
   Geoff Cochrane  Brendan  Tourelle 
   Nigel  Morris  Marianne Cox 
   Wally Noble  Michael Pownall 

The 4th Annual
Robert McIsaacs’s Memorial Trust  

Photo Competion  

Get your enteries in to the TASC Office
by February 5, 2012  

Photos will be judged
in the following categories:

• People/Animals 
• Landscape
• Photoshop 
• Abstract/Close up 
• Action Shot 

Great cash
PRIZES

TO BE WON!
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 Reels on Wheels 

Fishing from a boat– a classis kiwi ex-
perience that we all enjoy.  Not every-
body has a boat , and if you are in a  
wheelchair, getting on a fishing charter 
is not easy. 

Are you able to be lifted on? Does the 
boat have an accessible toilet? All 
questions that have to be considered 
when you are in a chair. 

The Reels on Wheels  Trust has been 
around since 2008 and are able to 
take out keen wheelchair users and 
their carers out for a day fishing on a 
boat that is wheelchair friendly . 

The Trust  is run by volunteers and 
relies on  various grants and commu-
nity funders  to cover  all their costs so 
the participants don’t have to pay a 
cent for their day out. 

Wairua Charter 
Want to go fishing as a family group? 
The Wairua is a great way to take out 
a group or the children.The boat is 
very wheelchair friendly  to get on /get 
off  and  caters for up to 6 people. The 
cost is $600 for 6 hours (excludes bait, 
ice and rod hire) within the Inner Gulf. 
Other options are available by negotia-
tion.                                               
Phone Ollie on 022 163 3250 or Andre 
027 283 8011 or email 
am13d@yahoo.co.nz  

 

 

 

 

Getting on to the Wairua is easy 

Fishing Trips 

HELP ME, HELP PEOPLE LIKE US
  Transfer your knowledge for transfer board users

Hi my name is Andrea Vautier and 5 years ago I had an accident that 
left me paraplegic. 

For the past year I have been developing a solution for transfer board 
users that will help them transfer more safely, efficiently and easily.
It is based on my personal experience. While my own experience only 
tells me one story, as we all know, everyone’s experience with injury 
and equipment is different.

I have now reached a stage where I need feedback from people like 
me who use transfer boards, as well as health professionals who 
recommend them. 
   How can you help people like us?
If you use a transfer board, have ever used one or simply recommend their use, could you please go to   
    www.slidee.co.nz
and give me your personal feedback by completing a short survey.
(There are only 10 questions and it shouldn’t take you any longer than a couple of minutes.)
The results will be published in the next TASC newsletter. 

I really appreciate your help, and with your feedback I look forward to telling you more about my transfer 
board solution in the new year. Thanks again and Merry Xmas to you and your families. Andrea :)

Hilarious
Christmas Signs

Toy Store: "Ho, ho, ho 
spoken here." 

Bridal boutique: "Marry 
Christmas." 

Outside a church: "The 
original Christmas Club." 

At a department store: "Big 
pre-Christmas sale. Come in 

and mangle with the 
crowd." 

A jewellry store: "Diamond 
tiaras -- $70,000. Three for 

$200,000." 
A reducing salon: "24 

Shaping Days until 
Christmas." 

In a stationery store: "For the 
man who has everything... A 

calendar to remind him 
when payments are due." 
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It is with sadness I write this opinion piece for the December 
TASC newsletter.  It follows the article below that was published 
in the Herald on Sunday earlier this month.  By now the man writ-
ten about will probably be back in Tonga.  I have travelled to 
Tonga and as a paraplegic found it difficult enough to get around, 
but as I was just a visiting tourist with lots of helpful strapping lads 
to lift me on and off boats and planes it was more of a novelty 
than a concern.   

Tonga is a beautiful island nation in the middle of the Pacific with 
glorious beaches, friendly people and stunning scenery.  However 
I believe it is not a place that has a tertiary hospital suitable for 
someone who is a tetraplegic with healthcare needs that often 
require input far beyond what any family member or local health 
centre can provide.  A simple infection could get out of control 
extremely quickly in a sub-tropical environment.  Suitable medical 
facilities are difficult to access in many parts of Tonga and I imag-
ine appropriate medication for someone who cannot move from 
the neck down is also not readily available.  Tonga is charming, 
quaint and very very basic.  Few roads are paved and a footpath 
is something seen on TV shows, not outside most people’s 
homes.  The seasonal weather extremes means hurricanes and 
tsunamis are something that is accepted.  Being a wheelchair 
user in the middle of a weather event such as the recent hurri-
cane that has swept through Samoa and Fiji would be challenging 
to say the least.   

Herald on Sunday Article: 08 December 2012 

A tetraplegic man is being deported to what his family fears is a 
death sentence. 

 Semisi Ma'afu Samiu, 61, tripped over a child's plastic bike in 
Auckland in May 2006, crashing on to a concrete surface and 
injuring his spine, leaving him without the use of his limbs.  

Now he is facing the prospect of police taking him away. 

 He has been declined New Zealand residency. In a letter dated 
December 3, Immigration New Zealand technical officer Terri 
Bentley informed Samiu's daughter and primary carer Laumanu 
Ma'afu there was no alternative but to deport him. 

 "I will then have to make arrangements with police and a medical 
escort to accompany him to Tonga," the letter said. "I am sure 
your father does not need this complication but I am being left 
with no other choice." 

 All appeals have been dismissed and he would have to depart 
immediately. If Bentley did not receive a confirmed plane booking 
by tomorrow she would arrange his deportation. 

But Samiu said: "How? How will I get off the plane in Tonga?" 

 Since his accident, the former construction worker has become 
prone to frequent urinary infections and spent yesterday lying in 
bed in the single bedroom of his niece's Otara home, where he 
lives. 

 Samiu is supported financially by his family and draws no welfare 
benefit. ACC has covered his rehabilitation, physiotherapy and 
transport, and has provided a motorised wheelchair, the bed and 
a hoist to move between the two. 

 "I don't want to go ... I'm not sure who's going to die first, me or my 
wife - the carer." 

 Last month, Samiu agreed to obey a directive from Immigration 
NZ and return to Tonga, but when he discovered ACC's equipment 
would have to stay he called it off. Some of his medicines were 
also not available in Tonga. 

 Immigration NZ said the Removal Review Authority concluded 
living in Tonga would be sufficient. Samiu would have a reduced 
life expectancy but the cost of his disability on the health system 
meant it was in the public interest for him to return. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Since this article Samiu has had offers to take his equipment to 
Tonga and he knows he doesn’t have a choice but to go.  I feel 
upset about Immigration NZ’s last line in the above story.  Sure 
there is alleged ‘public interest’ but what about compassion and 
goodwill among Pacific nations.  New Zealand accepts a quota of 
several hundred refugees every year from war torn countries, 
which I think is a wonderful thing to do.  So why not offer more 
camaraderie and understanding to a man from Tonga who does 
NOT want to be a burden on any one.  I believe Immigration NZ 
has signed Samiu’s death warrant by deporting him back to Tonga.  
Regardless of all the love and care his friends and family will pro-
vide for him back in Tonga it won’t keep him healthy.  Medical pro-
fessionals here agree and are also unimpressed Samiu has been 
forced to leave.  He is a person with serious health needs who will 
struggle to manoeuvre his motorised wheelchair around the local 
terrain, not just a bureaucrat’s form with a few boxes to be ticked.  

Sally Wenley        

Sally is a freelance writer who writes for various newspapers and 
magazines as well as doing shifts in the RadioLive newsroom.. 
She is also a  TASC committee member. 

 

Semisi is a valued TASC member who attends the weekly Art 
classes, when in good health , held at the Auckland Spinal Unit. 

Deporting  Disgrace  
By Sally Wenley 
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Since I was diagnosed with Thoracic Syringomyelia nearly 
13 years ago I have progressed through several stages of 
mobility and immobility using various aids. Now I use a 
walking frame, affectionately know as a “drinks trolley” by 
my friends and family. In Europe and the UK it is known as a 
rollator but I prefer “drinks trolley” because it puts a positive 
and pleasant spin on my, sometimes, extremely painful con-
dition. 

I remember the utter humiliation the first day I had enough 
courage to use my drinks trolley in public, when I heard a 
woman behind me say "she's much too young to use one of 
those frame things”. I really should have accepted the re-
mark as a compliment but I cried when I got home. If only 
that person, and others, knew the awful, never-ending pain 
that I was experiencing and the mental struggle it took for 
me to co-ordinate my legs and feet so that I could be as mo-
bile as possible. It's no joke being a walking para. Our pain 
is real, sometimes chronic. The intense mental struggle to 
stay upright and walk saps our energy to the point that our 
bodies experience acute fatigue. Although walking paras 
are upright or standing, some folks think mobility is our only 
problem and they don’t take into account that we can’t walk 
at speed, let alone walk very far. In order to walk with a 
frame requires strength, stamina, immense concentration 
and courage. All this can come at a cost of experiencing 
increased pain. 

For folks like me, a drinks trolley may be another step to-
wards using a wheelchair in the future but that doesn’t mean 
that our lack of mobility isn’t any less valid than, perhaps 
someone in a wheelchair. We use drinks trolleys because 
we need that assistance with our mobility, especially be-
cause we often experience enormous physical pain, particu-
larly  when we are on our feet for a long time. We have mas-
sive posture difficulties to deal with and these are exacer-
bated when we face endurance situations such as walking 
though airports, shopping malls etc. 

As with wheelchair users, walking paras have to cope with 
the constant struggle to negotiate the everyday physical ob-
stacles such as uneven surfaces, lack of access within 
buildings where there are no lifts, no soft-edge pavements, 
unsuitable access within bathrooms etc. The list is endless 
as most of you will appreciate. Just because a [person util-
izes a drinks trolley doesn’t mean to say that they do not 
encounter mobility and accessibility difficulties . Whether 
you use a walking-stick, drinks trolley, wheelchair or any 
other mobility aid, it must be understood that our goals are 
similar, i.e to experience as less pain as possible and to 
move about as safely as we can. It is not a competition 
whereby a wheelchair user is at the top of the pyramid and a 

person with a walking –stick has less relevant requirements. 
Whichever way we are capable of moving will necessitate 
the mobility aids we require at any particular time and this 
must be taken into account. 

I have different drinks trolleys now for different occasions 
and I buy them of Trade Me as a rule, as long as the price is 
right. I have a champagne –coloured trolley for evening 
wear, a heavy –duty, large –wheeled one for travelling and 
carting sailing gear around, and I have a general-purpose 
trolley for every-day use. I have yet to find a decent black 
drinks trolley. I find the bright pink, green,, red and blue col-
ours rather OTT for my taste, mind you, the red and green 
ones may be suitable for the festive season. My drinks trol-
ley has been used as a ladder, lunch-boxes, storage, wheel-
barrows, sailing paraphernalia cartage, you name it, I’ve 
even competed in archery competitions sitting on one! 

When you are considering using a drinks trolley take into 
account wheel size, various brake mechanisms, basket/bag 
set-ups, seat sizes and the various backrests that are avail-
able . There are a myriad of options out there and I’m sure 
your friendly physiotherapists will be able to help you out 
with your decision. 

For those of you who have coped with the psychological 
adjustments and are using drinks trolleys, bear in mind that 
this apparatus can be a physical barrier when communicat-
ing face to face with other folk. I find it easier to sit on my 
drinks trolley when talking to someone rather than have it 
between us. For those who are a bit stronger on their feet it 
may be appropriate to have your drinks trolley to one side 
so that you can still hold onto it with one hand. Don’t for-
get…. You can always use it as a tray for your drinks!!!  

   

 

Walking Paras 
By Jan Apel 
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Independence indoors like never before

     • Reach higher in kitchen cupboards.
     • Sit lower at a desk or table.
     • Will turn easily in a small bathroom.
     • Pass through narrow doors with ease.
     • Travel out and about to the shops, the 
         mall and even the movies.
     •     • Designed and manufactured in Denmark.
     • See our website: Equipment / Mobility / 
        TA Indoor for videos and brochure.

• Electric functions include hilow, back raise, 
   calf raise and tilt. 
• All sizes, widths and combinations available.
• Single, King Single, Double, Queen, Split Queen,
   Split King, Custom and Bariatric.
• Mattresses for improved sleep, transfers and 
   pressure care.    pressure care. 
• Full range of accessories available.
• Designed and manufactured in New Zealand.
• See our website: Equipment / Non Clinical Beds
   for brochures.

All functions, without hospital looks

Travel anywhere, anytime

Molift Smart 150, The worlds lightest portable lifter. See our website:
Equipment / Lifting / Smart 150 for videos and brochure.

Purchase direct or ask your therapist for a trial on any of these products.

0800 238 523      www.mortonperry.co.nz
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Parafed Auckland Shooting Club 
 
2012 High-noon Competition Results 
Well the final round of High Noon has 
been shot and we now have a good 
idea of where our shooters rank in New 
Zealand. There were a few people that 
joined in for the odd match but are not 
officially in the competition and that was 
a great thing to see. The (unofficial), 
official rankings for IPC Shooters and 
the placing's for the 2012 High Noon 
are: 
 
SH1 
1st Lee Warn 
SH2 
1st Mike Johnson 
2nd Phillip Skinner 
3rd Grant Sharman 
4th Robert Smith 
5th = Grant Philip and Donald Corkill 
6th Cameron Frew 
7th Daniel Dodds 
 
Auckland Wheelchair Rugby 
Report 2012 
This season was extremely successful 
overall. We competed in a total of 4 
competitions. The initial Tournament in 
March was Low Pointers where we 
struggled a little. We fought hard but 
lost the final against Wellington in a 
close battle. 
 
We sent many players to the Bash for-
mat tournament in Tauranga in May 
and it was evident all thoroughly en-
joyed themselves. Each player had an 
opportunity to play with other athletes 
over the weekend which is something 
that normally happens only once a 
year.  
 
We entered two teams into the Rugby 
Foundation Wheelchair Rugby Champi-
onship and also had players compete in 
a composite team with the Bay of 
Plenty squad. Results varied but we 
must be very happy to be placed 1st, 
3rd and 5th overall out of a total 7 
teams. 
 
Our dominance was noted during the 

National Championships where we en-
tered three teams out of total six. We 
placed 1st 2nd and narrowly missed 
3rd place, being defeated by Waikato 
by 2 goals in the bronze medal game. 
 
Auckland Wheelchair Basketball 
Report 2012 
 
North Island Championship 
The tournament was held at the Alan 
Brewster Centre in Papatoetoe, Auck-
land on the 7th – 8th July at which 
Auckland was able to send 3 teams to 
compete. At this tournament we were 
able to start to see the work we had 
been putting into our offensive & defen-
sive structures start to pay off, as well 
as our fitness & skills start to develop. 
The results for both days were a great 
reflection of the time & effort put in by 
all players at trainings so far this year. 
Auckland A finished the tournament 
with all games won, except for one 
against Canterbury. Auckland A were 
able to come back from that lose to win 
against Canterbury in a nail biting final. 
Final - Auckland A 53 v Canterbury 51. 
 
Northern League 
The Northern League was a great 
chance for Auckland to have extra tour-
nament experience but in a more re-
laxed & fun environment. We were able 
to include 1, 2 then 3 teams at each 
tournament day in the various venues. 
We were also able to mix up the Auck-
land teams in terms of player skill so as 
to give each player a chance to have 
game time with players they may not 
always get time with which was a fan-
tastic step towards this year’s goal to 
change the culture of the club.  
At the Bay Park TECT Arena we were 
unbeaten. At Fraser High School our A 
Team was unbeaten, while our B Team 
won all but 1 game to Waikato Black. At 
Unitec Sport Centre our A Team one all 
but 1 game to Waikato A, our B Team 
won all but 2 games, Waikato A & 
Auckland A. Our C Team’s only losses 
were also against Waikato A & Auck-
land A. 
Auckland A was the overall competition 
winner. 

WBNZ National Championship 
The tournament was held at the ASB 
Sports Centre in Wellington on the 
22nd – 23rd September and thanks to 
the support of our funders Auckland 
sent 2 teams to compete in Section A 
and Section B. Throughout the season 
we have worked hard on our offensive 
and defensive structures, as well as our 
fitness and skills development. The 
commitment of the team has been solid 
all year and this was reflected in our 
performances on court. The results for 
both days were very pleasing as both 
teams went through unbeaten, winning 
against their Waikato counterparts in 
each section’s final. 
 
Section B Final - Auckland Develop-
ment 26 v Waikato Yellow B 20 
Section A Final - Auckland Wheel-
breakers 63 v Waikato Black A 43 
 
2012 has been a very successful year 
for the Auckland Wheelbreakers. Hav-
ing already taken out the North Island 
Championships in July, we are now the 
National Champions. 
 
Auckland Wheelchair 

Season Report 

Auckland Wheelchair Tennis paly at the 
Manukau Tennis Centre. Manukau 
Tennis was lucky to score the two in-
door courts that were previously at 
Stanley Street, Port Rd, Auckland. 
They were erected earlier this year and 
have been a Godsend to our group and 
a number of other tennis players. In 
Auckland this year we had an unbe-
lievably wet time. If we did not have 
indoor courts our wheelchair tennis 
group would have had little playing time 
due to the wet weather and a lot of un-
believably windy days. 
 
The new indoor courts enabled us to 
set up a weekly league on Monday 
nights each week. The later start has 
allowed any members who are em-
ployed to join in and gave us 3 more 
players. We have seen the weekly 
league grow from 4 players to 10
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players per week. Sunday is a day 
that our top players get together to 
mix up and play singles and doubles 
and they also made good use of the 
indoor courts. 

 

During the year was the Hamilton 
Indoor Mid-Winter Classic. All the top 
16 players in the country were there 
and the 5 players who were allowed 
in the draw from Auckland acquitted 
themselves really well. The top two 
players are from Christchurch and 
even they commented how much the 
Auckland players had improved. One 
of the Auckland players made it to 
the semi-finals and went to 3 sets 
before losing to the eventual winner 
of the singles tournament, Travis 
Moffat. 

Robert Courtney in action 

James Rollo , one of the regulars 

 

 

 

 

Adaptive Rowing  

Report 2012 

The West End Rowing Club intro-
duced Adaptive Rowing to its mix of 
rowing programmes in early 2011.  
West End Rowing Club is one of the 
leading rowing clubs in New Zealand 
and has a proud tradition of success 
which we hope to achieve with our 
adaptive programme. 

Our first year of adaptive rowing has 
been a great success and a valuable 
learning opportunity to refine the pro-
gramme for future years. Coaching 
was undertaken by Alasdair 
McGeachie assisted by Lloyd Banton 
(Club Captain: West End) and Alan 
Karrebaek. We started with a group 
of 12 interested / potential athletes 
with a variety of abilities.  Weekly 
training sessions on the rowing ma-
chine (ergometer) gradually identified 
a committed core group. After a few 
weeks we had a group ready to go 
out on the water and we were ea-
gerly awaiting the arrival of an adap-
tive boat to allow us to do so. We 
now have both Adaptive Single Scull 
and Adaptive Double Scull boats. 

The North Island Championships in 
mid-January followed in tradition of 
the pre-Christmas regatta heavily 
influenced by wet, windy conditions 
with much of the first day being 
blown out.  The second day allowed 
the racing of first ever North Island 
final for Men’s Adaptive single sculls. 
The Cambridge Cup Regatta at the 
end of January offered another rac-
ing opportunity. The next regatta was 
the big one – the New Zealand 
Championships. The results were – 
AS class, Danny McBride 1st, Leon 
Katavich 2nd. TA Class - Gavin 
Foulsham 1st.  

 

 

Leon Katavich on the water (wearing 
his usual headgear) 

Learn to Sail Opportunity        
   Research Project  

Auckland Spinal Rehabilitation Unit and 
Sailability Auckland are undertaking a 
research project that aims to evaluate 
the effects of sailing on a person’s 
quality of life, activity levels and wellbe-
ing. 
This is an opportunity for people who 
have a spinal cord injury to learn to 
sail, develop links with other sailors 
and potentially be involved in this sport 
for many years to come. 
Each study participant will be involved 
in a progressive “Learn to Sail” Pro-
gramme for 4 months.  Each sailor will 
progress from sailing on a sailing simu-
lator to sailing on water and receive 
coaching from Sailability Auckland.  

We would like to hear from you if 
you: 
Have a spinal cord injury and you are 

keen  to learn to sail or get back 
into sailing. 

Can commit to a 4 month research 
project that involves weekly sailing 
and 3 assessment sessions. 

Have your own transport to get to 
Auckland Spinal Rehabilitation 
Unit or Westhaven Marina in Auck-
land once a week.  A one-off 
$50.00 petrol voucher is provided. 

Contact: Brendon Tourelle:  
Ph: 021 54929                                
 Email:  btourelle@gmail.com
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Jokes and Bits and Pieces 

 Why  Some Men 
Have a Dog And No Wife  

∗ The later you are, the more ex-
cited your dogs are to see you. 

∗  Dogs don’t notice if you call 
them by another dog’s name. 

∗  Dogs like it if you leave a lot of 
things on the floor. 

∗  A dog’s parents never visit. 

∗  Dogs agree that you have to 
raise your voice to get your 
point across 

∗  Dogs find you amusing when 
you’re drunk 

∗  Dogs like to go hunting and 
fishing 

∗  A dog will not wake you up at 
night to ask, "if I died, would 
you get another dog?” 

∗  If a dog has babaies, you can 
put an ad in the paper and give 
them away. 

∗  A  dog will let you put a studded 
collar on it without calling you a 
pervert. 

∗  If a dog smells another dog on 
you, they don’t get mad. They 
just think it’s interesting. 

 

And last….but not least: 

∗  If a dog leaves, it won’t take 
half your stuff. 

To test this theory:                          
Lock your wife and dog in the garage 
for an hour. Then open it and see 
who’s happy to see you. 

A wife says to her husband, "You're always pushing me 
around and talking behind my back.”  

He says, “ What do you expect? You’re in a wheelchair.” 

My neighbour knocked on my door at 2.30 am this 
morning. Can you believe that, 2.30 am ?! Luckily for 
him I was still up playing my bagpipes. 

My girlfriend thinks that I’m a stalker. Well, she’s not 
exactly my girlfriend yet 



Call us today on 0800 001 997 or visit www.realise.org.nz

Realise your goals
Right staff• 
Right time• 
Right place• 
Right service• 

Supporting people throughout New Zealand
Whatever your injury-related needs, 
our professional Realise team will work 
alongside you and your family/whānau, 
providing you with the support you  
need to:

work towards and achieve your goals• 

do the things you enjoy• 

be part of your local community• 

meet your responsibilities• 

maintain maximum independence.• 

Realise is a service offered by Healthcare of New Zealand, McIsaac Healthcare, Panacea Healthcare and Nursing NZ
McIsaac Healthcare is a wholly owned subsidiary of Healthcare Holdings Ltd



For your queries and requirements - Call TASC TODAY!!
Your one stop info shop and support centre.

RULES OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR SPINAL CONCERNS INCORPORATED
Name
The name of the Society shall be 
“The Association for Spinal Concerns 
(Incorporated)” or TASC when abbreviated.

Registered Office
The registered office of the Society shall be 
at such place as the Executive Committee 
may from time to time appoint.

Objects
The objects for which the Society is 

established are:

(a) To be a voluntary non-profit 
organization formed to advocate the 
requirements of spinal injured in all 
areas of consequence to them in their 
lives as spinal injured.

(b) To correspond with national and 
international bodies to keep the Society 
informed of up-coming services and to 

benefit from the research and resources 
available from them recognizing 
rehabilitation as an on-going process.

(c) To be an independent body specifically 
representing spinal cord injured.

(d) To ensure that before any changes in 
legislation are made the necessary 
standards of care and the specific needs 
of spinal injured are catered for due to 
the degree of their incapacity.

(e) To make sure that an optimum quality 
of life exists for spinal injured living in 
the community.

(f) To assist new spinal injured persons 
in their transition from hospital to 
community living by ensuring that they 
are well-informed of their rights and 
the services available to them.

(g) To explore avenues where necessary 
to provide emotional, psychological 
and spiritual support for those persons 
who suffer from the traumas of such a 
horrific injury as spinal injury.

(h) To undertake any work which 
may appear to the Society to be in 
accordance with the above objects 
and do such things as are incidental 
or conclusive to the attainment of the 
above objects.  All funds of the Society 
shall be applied exclusively towards 
the charitable objects, aims and 
purposes.

(i) It is to be clearly understood by the 
members and officers of TASC, that 
all its funds must be used to promote 
the above listed objects of the Society 
within NEW ZEALAND.

TASC Office
Phone: 09-270 3526 and
 09-270 3548

Email: 
Website: www.tasc.org.nz

info@tasc.org.nz

Hours
Mon-Friday 9.00am - 4.00pm

 

 

 

Location
Auckland Spinal Unit
30 Bairds Road, Otara

Mailing Address
PO Box 236 35
Hunters Corner
Papatoetoe

CONTACT DETAILS
Office Manager Anita O’Connor
Co-ordinators Ann Main

President  Murray Cohen
Vice President Gavin Parish

The Molift Smart represents a completely new standard for personal lifters; it is small, light 
and foldable.  The Smart makes it easy to visit friends, travel overseas and holiday in 
places which previously have been inaccessible to people who require lifting assistance.  
When not in use the Smart lifter can be simply folded without tools in less than a minute.  
Once folded, it can be transported effortlessly by pulling it along on its rear castors or 
alternatively stored in a compact place such as a cupboard.  At only 24 kgs, it is close to 
half the weight of other lifters and can easily be lifted into a car or onto a plane.  It can be 
disassembled further if required into two pieces which weigh 9 kgs and 15 kgs respectively.  
The Smart has a 150 kg lifting capacity and includes 4-point suspension as standard.  This 
ensures the user does not feel cramped, but is positioned in an open, safe and comfortable 
position without the risk of accidentally bumping their head.

 
Freephone: 0800 INVACARE — www.invacare.co.nz 
      0800 468 222 

 
4 Westfield Place, Mt. Wellington, Auckland 

For more information, or to request a trial  
contact your Invacare Product Specialist. 

TASC Kushal 2012 V2
page 1

Friday, February 17, 2012 15:45


