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President’s Report From the office 
Goodbye 2016. Roll on 2017. 

It has been an eventful year—with highs 
and lows.—and I for one am looking to-
wards  2017 being a good year. 

Last week I was lucky enough to be invited 
to the 2016 Attitude Awards dinner. What 
am amazing night. Wonderful to see Rod-
ney Bell and John Burton win their awards.  

The TASC office will close on Thursday 
22nd December and open again on Monday 
9th January. 

Heather and I wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a wonderful and safe New 
Year and look forward to working with you 
all again in 2017. 

All the best and thank you for all your sup-
port during the year —Anita  

“Christmas is doing something extra for someone’ - 
Charles Schulz 

This has been another busy year for TASC as we provide ongoing support to our 
members and the Spinal community. There have been a few surprises along the 
way as well. We are now in the festive season and TASC is hosting a Christmas 
gathering at the Auckland Spinal Rehabilitation Unit (ASRU) this week. 

Looking back I would like to highlight a few of our activities and achievements this 
year.  

TASC submitted a Registration of Interest to ACC for delivery of a National Peer 
Support Service for people with a Spinal Cord Impairment (SCI). This pilot pro-
gram will offer a paid peer support service to all patients and their families/whanau 
during their rehabilitation at the ASRU and on their return to the community.  

The Spinal Consumer Advisory group had several meetings throughout the year 
at the ASRU. Recently we contributed to three workshops to give the consumer 
perspective for the Indicative Business Case being prepared by the CMDHB for a 
new Spinal Rehabilitation Unit (Wellness Centre). It is proposed to construct the 
new facility at the Manukau SuperClinic site.  

I attended several Regional gatherings of members and their families and support-
ers and enjoyed contributing to some lively discussions and having a delightful 
meal together. Each gathering has special memories for me.  

Show Off day was a success again this year. Although numbers were down a bit 
from some previous years there was a good vibe among those who were there, 
and the weather was kind as well. Thanks to Anita for organizing this event, and to 
those who helped out on the day.  

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who has given their time and worked so willingly 
for TASC this year - to Anita and Heather in the office; to our committee members 
and to our buddy support volunteers; and to Tina and Alison in the financial de-
partment.  

 Hope you all have a very merry Christmas, and an enjoyable and safe New Year. 

Gavin Parish                                                                                                                                                                                    
(President TASC)   

Sponsors 
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How do you keep an event fresh after 9 years? We laid this 
question out on the table at the start of the year. Although 
we've been proud of how the Attitude Awards have contin-
ued to grow in popularity and flourish in the way it's present-
ed, we're also wary that we have a responsibility to stay on 
our toes and make sure we're doing all we can to deliver a 
premier event for the sector. So, for 2016 we took all the 
parts and turned them over to see how they could be done 
differently to continue to delight and surprise. It was a useful 
exercise to say the least, with various changes - some obvi-
ous, others a little more subtle... there's a lot to pull together, 
including award categories, 
entertainment, catering, 
accommodation... basically 
a lot of moving parts to 
think about!  
One of the obvious noticea-
ble changes of course was 
the venue. The ASB Show-
grounds are the 4th venue 
we've used since our first 
Awards in 2008, and it is by 
far the biggest space we’ve 
used. This meant more 
people had an opportunity 
to enjoy the event, but im-
portantly it also meant more 
room between tables to mix 
and mingle, and catch up 
with people in common are-
as. It's consistently been 
amongst our feedback, that 
with so many good people 

in the room, people wanted more opportunities to catch up 
with old friends and connect with new ones.  
Although the venue may seem like a small part of such a big 
event to zero in on - it exemplifies what the Awards are 
about. At a high level, they are about celebrating achieve-
ment in the disability sector, and the finalist’s stories really 
are the heart of the Awards - but it is the flow on effects of 
the conversations had and the connections made that make 
it an event to be at. We believe to be able to facilitate con-
nections to help move the sector forward is of great value 
and an essential part of what we do.  
The outcome of the event overall was another success, in 
terms of we managed to raise the bar in the delivery. For 
many of us who worked on producing the night, we finished 

the evening with a mix of 
feelings, including relief 
from bringing all the threads 
together again, elation from 
some of the spontaneous 
moments on stage that 
make the event great, and a 
desire to do it even better.  
So, what's next? We decon-
struct what's been, and start 
planning straight away for 
next year. The 2017 Awards 
will be our 10th, so we're 
committed to going big as a 
salute to the support we've 
had for a decade of cele-
brating disability. 

By Dan Buckingham , 
Chair of The Attitude 
Trust  

2016 Attitude Awards  

Back—Tulip Tourelle, Anita O’Connor, Mandy Garriock and      
Rodney Richmond. Front—Gavin Parish and Brendan Tourelle 

Congratulations to TASC members  
Rodney Bell and John Burton  
for winning their categories 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

TASC Committee for 2017  
Gavin Parish—President 
Brendan Tourelle—Vice President 
Tina George—Treasurer 
Anita O’Connor– Secretary 
Dean Brennan—Publicity Officer 
Derek Wight   Dayna Tiwha 
Nigel Morris   Michael Pownall 
Sally Wenley   John Doherty 
Michael Potter  Rodney Bell 
Ken Wilson   Bert Woolcott 

Above. Rodney Bell winner of  the  2016 Attitude Artistic Award .                    
Below. John Burton winner of the 2016  Attitude Entrepreneur Award   
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Some 5 years ago I suffered a rare 
spinal cord stroke. I was living in Lon-
don at the time. This left me a L1 Asia 
C paraplegic with no initial movement 
below my hips. Whether I would ever 
walk again was an unknown. 

Throughout the past 5 years I have 
continued my physio, yoga, pool ses-
sion routine each week having always 
held the belief that walking for me 
was still possible.  

Significant movement in both legs has 
returned but I am still unable to stand 
or walk without aides ,such as the 
Gutter frame  or a bar to lean on.   

Not long after all of this happened to 
me I began researching on the net for 
something or some way that would 
help me to achieve walking again. 
There is so much research happening 
around the world on SCI and TBI. 
New techniques and technology has 
certainly offered the hope of physical 
improvement and maybe even full 
rehabilitation . 

This led me to discover a new bionic 
machine called the Ekso skeleton. It 
was being used to help SCI and TBI 
patients rehabilitate. Immediately I felt 
that if anything was going to help me 
get up and running it would be some-
thing like this. I subsequently discov-
ered that the Ekso was not in any fa-
cility in NZ or as far as I know, in Aus-
tralia either. If I was going to have the 
opportunity to use it I would have to 
search further afield. A few options in 
different countries were available to 
me. Eventually I settled on Regibase 
in the Czech Republic. Regibase is 
located about one hours drive south 
of Prague.  

Regibase is a foundation established 
in the Czech Republic for the devel-
opment  of support  for  disabled war 
veterans  

Some email correspondence later 
and I was booked in for a couple of 
sessions there. This was 2 years ago. 
To my disappointment  after a medi-
cal accessment  by the physiothera-
pist at Regibase it was decided 
that ,using the Ekso might, due to the 
physical condition of my left ankle im-
pact negatively on my leg. 

I left Regibase vowing to return some-
time in the future when and if I saw 
improvement in my ankle.  

September of this year I returned to 
Regibase .  

I must tell you how very impressive 
that place is. Regibase is inde-
pendently housed within  a 200 bed 
public SCI,TBI facility called Kladruby.   

Im not questioning what we have here 
in NZ but having seen what was on 
offer re equipment, alternative physio-
therapy techniques etc. there , I have 
to wonder how up to date or innova-
tive are we here.. 

Once again I booked a session in the 
hope of  using the Ekso.  

After an assessment by the head 
physiotherapist ….. it was decided 
there and then that I could now use 
the Ekso.  

And use it I did.  

I transferred from my wheelchair into 
the Ekso. Basically I was inside a ro-
bot. Operated by the physio, the Ekso 

raised me up to a standing position 
and began to walk me step by step. 
Whilst I supported myself with a walk-
ing frame. The physio instructed me 
not to do anything.”This first time just 
let the Ekso do everything, you con-
centrate on being as upright as possi-
ble.” Walking inside a robot was 
amazing  and I immediately became 
convinced that a more intensive pro-
gram using the Ekso would help me 
to achieve my goal. It will require a 
substantial amount of money so I will 
be fundraising for the next several 
months then returning there early 
next year. 

Further information: 

www.eksobionics.com , 
www.regibase.cz  

 
 
 
 
 
 

My Trip to Regibase by Nigel Erb 

The TASC Office will close on Thursday 22nd December and  
reopen again on Monday 9th January 2017 

Thank you  all those who supported us during 2016   -  those who  presented at 
the Back on Track sessions, those who attended the gatherings , those who 
phone called  and those who popped into the TASC office during the year.  

We enjoy  catching up with you all and would like to wish you  a very Merry 
Christmas and a wonderful and safe New Year for 2017 . 
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Coloplast Ad  

Merry Xmas to all TASC Members, 

I promised TASC’S lovely Manager 
Anita some time ago that I would write 
an article for the next Magazine about 
the new much improved tyres that we 
have had put on to our 2012 Mercedes 
Sprinter 313 Disability van. As the year 
is rapidly disappearing I decided to hon-
our my promise to the wonderful Anita. 

When we first took delivery of the 
Sprinter for my wife it rode so hard that 
on the 5 km delivery trip home I felt car 
sick which I never do. As we both have 
Cardiac Pacemakers, riding in a utility or 
any firmly sprung vehicle tugs on the 
pacemaker leads and causes us to feel 
unwell. The van is designed to carry 4-5 
tonnes with a tyre pressure of 70 psi but 
with only a wheelchair and a couple of 
passengers it weighs very little and as 
such bounces around very uncomforta-
bly. After talking to the agents and tyre 
specialists we gradually deflated the 
tyres and tested the ride until we were 
down to 35 psi which was much more 

comfortable. Being somewhat deflated 
the tyres wore out after 30,000 kms. 

I was seriously thinking of getting rid of 
the van as not only was it uncomfortable 
but it is very big and difficult to park 
when you cannot find a disability park. 
While getting new tyres for my other 
vehicle I was speaking to Craig our 
Bridgestone Tyre dealer in Whangarei 
and he did some extensive research on 
our behalf for some better tyre alterna-
tives . He was so customer focussed he 
offered me a trial of 100kms and if I was 
unhappy he would give me a full refund. 
I was hooked because what did I have 
to lose. 

The next day Craig and his energetic 
team fitted 4 new tyres and balanced 
them while I was shopping in town. Im-
mediately I began to drive home I no-
ticed an huge improvement in the lack 
of road noise and a marked improve-
ment in the ride. 

One of my wife’s carers who did not 

know that we had a tyre change, drove 
around the village we live in at 15 kms / 
hr and she came back 5 minutes later 
and said what has happened to the van 
as it is so much more comfortable. So it 
was obviously a big improvement. 

The tyres are the latest development in 
eco tyres by Bridgestone and we are 
very pleased that we made the change. 
The tyres are Bridgestone E Copia EP 
850 225/70 R 16 103 H specification . 
We run our tyres, at Craigs recommen-
dation at 40 psi, so if you have Sprinter 
and are struggling with the ride quality 
speak to your Bridgestone dealer and  
fit these tyres and you will be amazed at 
the difference in both ride and economy. 

Watch out for Bridgestone Tyre specials 
as we got 4 tyres for the price of 3. 

I hope you find this information helps to 
make your daily challenges a little easi-
er to cope with. 

Wayne & Carol Stead                    
Whangarei. 

Vehicle Tyre Pressure Makes Life Easier 

GET YOUR FREE SAMPLES AT coloplast.com.au/sccm  
Call 0800 265 675

By giving them the confidence to do more, SpeediCath® Compact Male 
is transforming the lives of catheter users the world over. 

For users like Christophe, SpeediCath Compact Male equals broader horizons. The catheter’s discreet design and 
ease-of-use has helped users embrace new possibilities while its solid construction offers additional peace-of-mind. A 
proven performer since its launch, SpeediCath Compact Male is a catheter  
that helps users say yes.

”I can go places 
I never dared 
to before”
Christophe, SpeediCath® Compact Male User

1. Results from SpeediCath Compact Male pre-evaluation, Nov 2010 to Dec. 21010

The Coloplast logo is a registered trademark of Coloplast A/S. © 2016-09 CON495. All rights reserved Coloplast A/S, 3050 Humlebaek, Denmark. 

RATED 
DISCREET BY

96%1

CON495.indd   1 15/09/2016   3:14:59 PM
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UNOFERM 
ADVERT 

Hello TASC members, your annual up date 
from the spinal unit garden. As you may, or 
may not know, the gardens were developed 
a few years ago by a group of people, wheel-
chair and able bodied alike, with the intention 
of them being for both in-patients and out. 
We built raised beds and created ground 
beds, and an edible forest, of sorts.  

The idea being to establish a garden therapy 
area, so to speak, where patients could pot-
ter in the garden, grow their own vegetables, 
or flowers and herbs. Whatever took their 
fancy. Also, it could be used as a place 
where patients could spend time with their 
friends and families away from the more 
institutionalized areas of the spinal unit like 
the gym, the ward and so on.  

Unfortunately with the departure and pass-
ing, God bless, of some of the key starters of 
the group and only a couple of group mem-
bers left, the garden, being the size it is, had 
become somewhat unmanageable. 

Over the past few months though, we, and 
others have joined forces with those key 
members left to reclaim those areas gone 
wild, revamp, revitalize and return the gar-

den to its former glory. 

Through some savvy networking by a couple 
of the members, we have been able to find a 
number of volunteer groups to help us out. A 
team from various Z petrol stations, a friend-
ly group from Fiserv and a fit young group of 
boys from the Auckland Blues under 19 
premier squad have all come to the party to 
help and have made a massive difference to 
both the appearance and the manageability 
of the garden.  

We have also recently acquired a new volun-
teer, Roy, who is going to come in on a 
weekly basis and help with the general 
maintenance and upkeep of the gardens and 
will be working with me to grow vegetables 
for inpatients to use during cooking therapy 
sessions. This will be great not only for  their 
health, but because organic is best, and it’s 
not cheap, so it’s much better to just grow 
your own. 

Now that we’re making progress we’ve been 
able to come up with new and inventive 
ways to make the gardens a more productive 
space. One of the ideas we would like to 
implement is to create an outdoor wheelchair 

skills area. With ramps, different level plat-
forms for curbs and different surfaces. A kind 
of botanical gardens meets skate park, if you 
will. We haven’t nailed that one down yet but 
it’s in there.  

There are still raised and ground beds avail-
able for those of you who live local and are 
interested in learning or have knowledge to 
share. One of our volunteers Jim is a retired 
market gardener and is happy to provide 
advice as needed too.  Any and all are wel-
come in the garden. The ladies in the TASC 
office will be more than happy to point you in 
the right direction.  

And on that happy note, I will take my leave 
and wish you a very merry Christmas and an 
awesome new year. May it be filled with 
good food, good people and good times. 
Peace out! 

Photos of the Z team  

and Fiserv helpers                                         

 

 

Garden Update by Kim Hudson  

Newly
Funded

Urinary Tract Infections (UTIs) can be common place for people with 
Spinal Cord Injury. UTIs can be frustrating to deal with and lead to 

increased use of antibiotics. 

UroFem (1000mg d-mannose tablets) is a non-antibiotic, natural product that has been clinically 
proven against antibiotics to maintain a healthy bladder and Urinary Tract.

www.urofem.co.nz | enquiries@tearaibiofarma.com | 0800 Te Arai

UroFem Is A Registered Trademark Of Te Arai BioFarma Limited, New Zealand. Dietary Supplements Are Not A Replacement For A Balanced Diet. Always Read The 
Label, Use As Directed And If Symptoms Persist, See Your Health Professional

Aim to be Urinary Tract  
Imbalance Free.

Ask your care provider to start UroFem today!
ACC Medical Consumables List Code 7004495 
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The staff and patients in ASRU were 
treated to a performance in the Gym 
by Pasefika Phusion 2.0, for TASC’s 
Back on Track - Thursday the 1st De-
cember.  Kramer Hoeflich, who per-
forms with the group, was a patient 
at the Spinal Unit in 2008.  The 
group’s joy and interaction shone 
through with beautiful dance and Pa-
sefika music.  New Zealand, espe-
cially South Auckland, is likely to see 
a lot more of these dynamic perform-
ers.            

 

Show Off Day 2016 
Bruce Hopkins  winner—Kerrin Tilley 

2nd place winner—Wayne Te Rangi 

3rd place winner—Richard Tuki 

Highly Commended—Brendan Tourelle 

People’s Choice—Wayne Te Rangi 

Alex Craig Most Promising—Kanea Hicks 

Robert McIsaac Memorial Photo Competition 

Photoshop—Lee Taniwha  

Landscape—Brendan Tourelle 

People/Animals—Jim Zulaka     

Close Up—Steve Smith 

Action Shot—Gayleen Macketh 

Para’s Obstacle Race—Martin Oliver   

The early shower while setting up didn’t deter  the good 
day. As usual it was a chance to catch up with friends  
both old and new.  There was a lot of interest  in Rewalk 
and Rex Bionics , who were there with their skeletor de-
vices.  Circability , a group of young circus entertainers, 
performed and give some classes afterwards. The obsta-
cle race was one again won by Marty Oliver. This event 
always proves to be very entertaining but everyone vying 
for the $100 note prize money. The Robert McIsaac Me-
morial Competition also has a $100 for each category 
winner. Music on the day was provided by Paul Brownlee 
and Ted Clarke—two professional musicians who play 
regularly downtown Auckland City.  We were entertained 
with a game of Touch Turbo, then the raffles and prize 

giving. We were delighted to have the Alex Craig Most 
Promising Artist trophy presented by the brother of the 
late Alex Craig. The final event for the day was Wheel-
chair Rugby . A chance for the general public to see how 
physical that game is. Thank you to all those who helped 
on the day  

Top— The winner of the Bruce Hopkins Award - “Tui” 
by Kerrin Tilley                                                            
Below—2nd Place and People’s choice winner— “Deaf 
Leader Signing” by Wayne Te Rangi  



What does a TAiQ powerchair
have in common with..

TA the new standard
see the answers below and ask us for a hot lap

0800 238-523 www.mortonperry.co.nz sales@mortonperry.co.nz

Answers: TA versus other powerchairs
 As low as a Ferrari. All TA powerchairs have the lowest ground to seat height at only 38cm/15” with
electric hilow seat function as standard. Anytime, anywhere sit with ease under a table or desk.

 A ride as soft and sweet as a marshmallow. Experience the difference for yourself over
uneven terrain or kerbs.

View our videos at www.mortonperry.co.nz/mobility-ta-iq.html or scan the QR code with 
your smartphone.
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30 Bairds Road, Otara, Auckland      
Postal address: PO Box 23533,    
Hunters Corner, Auckland 2155    
Phone: 09 270 2503 Fax: 09 270 2505 
office@parafedauckland.co.nz 
www.parafedauckland.co.nz 

Kia ora Parafed Whanau, 

Wow, what a year it’s been! Like many 
of you, we are looking forward to some 
serious downtime over the summer 
break – during which we’ll look back on 
an incredible 2016 that included the 
following highlights; 

Our total active participant base has 
risen from 140 to over 350 

Major new partnerships with Auck-
land Council, Foundation North, 
Achilles NZ and others 

The addition of two new staff mem-
bers to drive our work in the 
community 

The most successful ever Paralym-
pic Campaign 

The launch of our new Athletics and 
Swimming Squads 

Turning our 2015 $15k deficit into a 
small $9k surplus this last finan-
cial year 

Golden Anniversary Celebration, 
brought to you by Healthcare Re-
habilitation; 

On 12th November we held our 
50th Anniversary Dinner at Ellerslie 
Event Centre, the event was a great 
success with over 150 people at-
tending the celebration and feed-
back has been very positive. 

Our appreciation goes to Healthcare 
Rehabilitation for their kind support 
now and in the future, we made a 
commitment early in our planning to 
make the ticketing as affordable as 
possible. This simply would not 
have been possible without the sup-
port of Healthcare Rehabilitation, so 
thank you once again to Julie Faire, 
Russell Simpson and the rest of the 
team.  

One guest summed up the evening 
with the following feedback; 
“Congratulations on a wonderful 
event Hamish, Grant and the rest of 
the team. What a fantastic mile-
stone and what a huge contribution 
Parafed Auckland has made to so 

many lives – long may it continue. Thor-
oughly enjoyable and I felt very privi-
leged to be a part of the Parafed family.” 
 

2017 Parafed Auckland Scholarship 
Announcements; 

Eleven talented young Para Athletes 
have been announced as recipients of 
the Parafed Auckland Scholarship pro-
gramme for 2017. The new scholarship 
programme is backed by two organisa-
tions with a long history of supported 
physically disabled athletes; The Auck-
land Paraplegic and Physically Disabled 
Trust, and the Carbine Club.  

Parafed Auckland worked alongside 
Paralympics New Zealand (PNZ) to de-
velop a tiered scholarship structure to 
provide appropriate support to a range 
of athletes. 

 

The winners of the 2017 Parafed Auck-
land Scholarships are; 

Trust Scholarships 

Anna Stevens; Para Athletics 
Ethan Rangi; Para Athletics  
Keegan Pitcher; Wheelchair Rugby & 
Para Athletics 
Tamara Gotty; Wheelchair Basketball 
& Para Athletics 

Carbine Club Scholarships 

John Lee; Para Cycling 
Losalina Harford; Para Cycling  
Neelam O’Neil; Para Shooting  
Nick Blincoe; Para Cycling   
Oliva Upston; Para Swimming   

Courtney Scholarship 

Tupou Neiufi; Para Swimming 

What to watch for in 2017; 

With a huge 2016 almost in the 
books, we look forward to what we 
think will be our biggest and best 
year ever. We stand on the preci-
pice of huge growth and will be 
working hard to make the most of 
the opportunities in front of us.  

Some things to watch out for in 
2017 include the addition of more 
staff to work alongside our clubs 
and in the community, planning for 
the exciting Manukau based Super 
Clinic, to replace the Spinal Unit 
and become a new home for Para 
Sport in Auckland, a new project to 
target more Pasifika membership in 
our sports, and many more new 
events, initiatives and opportunities 
to get involved.  

Thank you all for a fantastic 2016, 
enjoy a safe and happy holiday sea-
son! 

Noho Ora Mai, 

Hamish, Tina & Evan @ the 
Parafed Auckland Office  

Above—Key note speaker , Rueben Ngata—
Paralympian Number 10                                          
Below—Tupou Neiufi, brothers Carrick and Steven 
Courtney with Hamish Meacheam. Tupou is shown 
receiving the 1st Courtney Scholarship presented  in 
honour of the late Robert  Courtney.  
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Jokes and Bits and Pieces 

Buying a Christmas Turkey 

A lady was picking 
through the frozen turkeys 
at the supermarket, but 
couldn’t find  one big 
enough for her family. She 
asked a shop  assistant , ‘ 
Do these birds get any 
bigger ?” 

The reply was “ No  
ma'am, they’re dead”  

Letters written to God by children 

Dear God. Instead of letting people die 
and having to make new ones. Why 
don’t you keep the ones you got now? 

Dear God. Maybe Cain and Able would 
not kill each other so much if they had 
their own room. It worked with my broth-
er. 

Dear God. I bet it is very hard for you to 
love everybody in the whole world. 
There are only 4 people in our family 
and I can never do it 



Be it at home, work or play, Healthcare 
Rehabilitation is all about supporting you  
to achieve your goals.  

Our network of support workers, nurses and  
registered health professionals is nationwide.  
That means you’ll always have someone nearby 
you can count on to provide you with home and 
community services. It’s all about giving you the 
freedom to realise your possibilities.

Contact us to find out more:
0800 621 222   |   www.healthcarerehab.co.nz

Healthcare Rehabilitation Limited is a  wholly owned subsidiary  
of Healthcare of  New Zealand Holdings Limited (HHL Group)

Together we’ll  
   realise possibilities

Healthcare Rehabilitation is a contracted ACC provider that specialises 
in injury-related home and community support and nursing services.



The Molift Smart represents a completely new standard for personal lifters; it is small, light 
and foldable.  The Smart makes it easy to visit friends, travel overseas and holiday in 
places which previously have been inaccessible to people who require lifting assistance.  
When not in use the Smart lifter can be simply folded without tools in less than a minute.  
Once folded, it can be transported effortlessly by pulling it along on its rear castors or 
alternatively stored in a compact place such as a cupboard.  At only 24 kgs, it is close to 
half the weight of other lifters and can easily be lifted into a car or onto a plane.  It can be 
disassembled further if required into two pieces which weigh 9 kgs and 15 kgs respectively.  
The Smart has a 150 kg lifting capacity and includes 4-point suspension as standard.  This 
ensures the user does not feel cramped, but is positioned in an open, safe and comfortable 
position without the risk of accidentally bumping their head.

For your queries and requirements - Call TASC TODAY!!
Your one stop info shop and support centre.

TASC is a Registered Charitable Trust CC23064

RULES OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR SPINAL CONCERNS INCORPORATED
Name
The name of the Society shall be 
“The Association for Spinal Concerns 
(Incorporated)” or TASC when abbreviated.

Registered Office
The registered office of the Society shall be 
at such place as the Executive Committee 
may from time to time appoint.

Objects
The objects for which the Society is 

established are:

(a) To be a voluntary non-profit 
organization formed to advocate the 
requirements of spinal injured in all 
areas of consequence to them in their 
lives as spinal injured.

(b) To correspond with national and 
international bodies to keep the Society 
informed of up-coming services and to 

benefit from the research and resources 
available from them recognizing 
rehabilitation as an on-going process.

(c) To be an independent body specifically 
representing spinal cord injured.

(d) To ensure that before any changes in 
legislation are made the necessary 
standards of care and the specific needs 
of spinal injured are catered for due to 
the degree of their incapacity.

(e) To make sure that an optimum quality 
of life exists for spinal injured living in 
the community.

(f) To assist new spinal injured persons 
in their transition from hospital to 
community living by ensuring that they 
are well-informed of their rights and 
the services available to them.

(g) To explore avenues where necessary 
to provide emotional, psychological 
and spiritual support for those persons 
who suffer from the traumas of such a 
horrific injury as spinal injury.

(h) To undertake any work which 
may appear to the Society to be in 
accordance with the above objects 
and do such things as are incidental 
or conclusive to the attainment of the 
above objects.  All funds of the Society 
shall be applied exclusively towards 
the charitable objects, aims and 
purposes.

(i) It is to be clearly understood by the 
members and officers of TASC, that 
all its funds must be used to promote 
the above listed objects of the Society 
within NEW ZEALAND.

TASC Office
Phone: 09-270 3526 and
 09-270 3548
Email: Website: www.tasc.org.nz

TASC

info@tasc.org.nz

Hours
Mon-Friday

 
9.00am - 4.00pm

 

 

 

Location
Auckland Spinal Unit
30 Bairds Road, Otara

Mailing Address
PO Box 236 35
Hunters Corner
Manukau 2155

CONTACT DETAILS

Office Manager Anita O’Connor

President  Gavin Parish
Vice President Brendan Tourelle

0800 INVACARE  |  www.invacare.co.nz

“Alber Twion”
Twion power assist 
offers new freedom 
and maximum 
independence.

The electric motors equipped with leading-edge digital 
electronics provide you with extra power for every 
propelling movement. The sensor fitted to the hand rim 
calculates precisely the right amount of support.

The silent direct drive ensures high agility and simple 
handling. You are actively on the move and reach your 
destination quickly, efficiently and calmly.

Invacare

Efficient energy 
recovery
The efficient energy recovery 
system feeds energy back 
into the batteries during 
braking, providing a 10% 
range extension for greater 
freedom.

Lightweight
In the selection of materials, 
particular attention was 
focused on weight. High-
tensile aluminium alloys, 
high-tech plastics and 
the latest digital motor 
technology have been used.

BlueDrive
The innovative BlueDrive 
function allows wheelchairs 
equipped with twion drive 
wheels to be remotely 
controlled by Smartphone* 

* For safety reasons, the BlueDrive function may only be used without 
 wheelchair occupants for free wheelchair positioning.


